@he Oregonian

http://www.oregonlive.com/oregonian/stories/index.ssf?/base/news/1190355903319380.x
mil&coll=7

Retired general raps Rep. Baird's war stance

Vancouver rally - Robert Gard criticizes the president and the Washingin
Democrat

Friday, September 21, 2007

ALLAN BRETTMAN

The Oregonian

VANCOUVER -- Retired U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Robert Gard presided over an anti-wa
rally Thursday night that sometimes took on the trappings of a spiritual revival.

No one shouted "amen," but Gard's criticisms of U.S. Rep. Brian Baird's stgrport
President Bush's troop increase in Iraq yielded several "yeahs." @&tk @ondemnation
of the president drew a standing ovation.

Gard appeared in the Fort Vancouver High School auditorium where Baird, D-Wash.,
faced about 550 anti-war activists three weeks ago.

Baird encountered an audience angry that he had reversed course on his vote in 2002 to
oppose authorizing the president to invade Iraqg. After a fact-finding trip to Iragend t
Middle East in August, Baird supported an extended stay for troops in Iraq and praise
the leadership there of Gen. David H. Petraeus and Ambassador Ryan Crocker.

Since then, Baird has been pummeled nationally for his stance, particularly by
MoveOn.org, which rallied its members to attend Thursday's event.

About 260 people came to hear Gard, who served as an assistant to Defense Secretary
Robert McNamara during the Vietnam War. Also speaking was former U.S. Rep. Tom
Andrews, a Maine Democrat who once served on the House Armed Services Committee.

"Your district, like it or not, is in the national spotlight,” said Andrews, nationatidire
of Win Without War, which co-sponsored the event with MoveOn.org. "You have a huge
responsibility to pay attention to this issue."

Gard accused the U.S. military, in the past year, of altering its manregasfing
combat statistics to skew a perception of success for the troop increase.

"Even with the surge, we simply don't have enough troops to cover a limited number of
sectors"” in Baghdad, Gard said.



He cited several polls showing that Iragis don't want U.S. troops in their condtry a
guestioning how effective the extra troops are.

Gard wrote an open letter to Baird that appeared in full-page ads Wednesday in The
Columbian in Vancouver and The Olympian, the two largest newspapers in Baird's 3rd
Congressional District.

Earlier Thursday, Baird disputed any comparison to Vietnam, which Gard dresv in hi
published letter.

"We have a very unique situation and a very different situation,” in Iraq, Baitd'kai
confuses rather than clarifies the situation."”

The differences between Vietnam and Iraq, he said, include the cultures, thedfistor
U.S. involvement in the conflicts, and "an era of satellite television. . . . There aye man
many other factors."

Baird added that he did not hear from Gard before Thursday's event.

"He's not obliged to," Baird said, "but it might have been nice."

Allan Brettman: 360-896-5746 or 503-294-5900; allanbrettman@news.oregonian.com
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Retired U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Robert Gard presided over an anti-war rally tanight
Vancouver that sometimes took on the trappings of a spiritual revival.

No one shouted "amen," but Gard's criticisms of U.S. Rep. Brian Baird's stgrport
President Bush's troop increase in Iraq yielded several "yeahs." @&tk @ondemnation
of the president drew a standing ovation.

Gard appeared in the Fort Vancouver High School auditorium where Baird, D-Wash.,
faced about 550 anti-war activists three weeks ago.

Baird encountered an audience angry that he had reversed course on his vote in 2002 to
oppose authorizing the president to invade Iraq. Since then, Baird has been pummeled
nationally for his stance, particularly by MoveOn.org, which rallied itmbegs to attend
tonight's event.

About 260 people came to hear Gard, who served as an assistant to Defense Secretary
Robert McNamara during the Vietnam War. Also speaking was former U.S. Rep. Tom
Andrews, a Maine Democrat who once served on the House Armed Services Committee.

"Your district, like it or not, is in the national spotlight,” said Andrews, nationatidire
of Win Without War, which co-sponsored the event with MoveOn.org. "You have a huge
responsibility to pay attention to this issue."

Gard accused the U.S. military, in the past year, of altering its manregyasfing
combat statistics to skew a perception of success for the troop increase. ftavitie w
surge, we simply don't have enough troops to cover a limited number of sectors” in
Baghdad, Gard said.

Gard wrote an open letter to Baird that appeared in full-page ads Wednesday in The
Columbian in Vancouver and The Olympian, the two largest newspapers in Baird's 3rd
Congressional District.
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OLYMPIA: Anti-war coalition swipes at Rep. Baird over vote

THE NEWS TRIBUNE
Last updated: September 20th, 2007 07:08 AM (PDT)

An anti-war group has run full-page ads in two newspapers in the district of Déicocra
U.S. Rep. Brian Baird of Vancouver, attacking his position on the Iraq war.

An open letter from retired Lt. Gen. Robert Gard said that keeping troops in Teaq is
unacceptable risk.”

Baird voted against the war in 2002, but more recently has supported efforts in Iraq. He
says conditions are improving and that Iraqis show progress toward standing on their
own.

The ads were paid for by Win Without War, a coalition of organizations including
MoveOn.org a Web-based liberal political action group. Win Without War refused to
provide the cost for the ads that ran in The Olympian and The (Vancouver) Columbian.

The Associated Press
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Our readers' views
Wednesday, September 19, 2007
Baird should represent us

Representative or Decider: After reading Elizabeth Hovde's Sept. 13 coluaird "B
brave for keeping open mind," | have to agree with her in this point and admire Brian
Baird's conviction to come home and defend a point of view that he knew would be
unpopular.

Having said this, | totally disagree with Baird's position and her defensdHoivde
claims that the people who attended his meeting took the position that they own him just
because they had waved signs, wore buttons and made donations.

Maybe Hovde got a lesson of how grass-roots democracy really works. djie pethe
town hall meeting had a right to be angry and vocal. Continuing the occupation of Iraq is
one of the most serious issues of our time.

Hovde says that just because we put up a yard sign we should not expect the person we
elect to vote our way every time. She is right! | do, though, expect my reprasetdat
cast his vote with the interest of the majority of his electorate.

If we elect "Deciders" as Elizabeth suggests, we would have no resemiilance
democracy.

Doug Long
Camas

Response:

4. Comment by Jim Jones Jr- September 19, 2007 @ 11:07 ABbngressman Baird
Supports Keeping Our Troops in Irag... DO YOU? JOIN US FOR A Town Hall

Meeting: Congress and the War in Irag A General’s Message to Cangre8sird

featuring Lt. General (USA, RET) Robert Gard and Former CongressamrAmdrews.
Thursday, Sept. 20th - 7 PM Fort Vancouver High School Auditorium — Free admission.

Dr. Gard is currently the Senior Military Fellow at the Center for ABostrol and Non-
Proliferation, and has spoken out for an end to the Iraq war. Former Rep. Tom Andrews



is national director of Win Without War. He was in Congress from 1990-1994 and voted
against the 1991 Gulf War. Ralph Nader once referred to him as “the most progressive
Member of Congress.”

Come let your voice be heard!
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Clip #1

[ Play Video |

CBS ( KOIN ) DMA: 23

Portland < September 20th, 2007 6:09 PM Pacific D.S.

KOIN 6 News at 6PM (News )

Est. Audience: 45,656 « Est. Publicity Value: $1,101 (30 sec) / $4,404 (Clip total)

>>> a local democratic lawmaker's new stance on the irag war is tleetsobatown

hall meeting tonight in vancouver. a retired lieutenant general is challenging themposi
held by congressman brian baird. koin news 6 reporter kohr harlan live at fort vancouver
high school where that meeting will soon get underway. kohr? >> hi, jeff. back in august
at fort vancouver high school congressman baird told a crowd here he thought the troop
surge in irag was working. many critics of the war, that meeting camesag @sflip-

flop. others took the congressman at his word when he said it was a honest shift in
opinion based on progress that he saw being made in irag. the general's appeggance he
tonight has been organized by a group calling itself "win without war."rglemeard

tonight is expected to tell the audience the surge was intended to provide breathing room
for political reconciliation in irag. he says that that simply has not happenedesrect

the congressman, and particularly his courage in speaking his mind. i just happen to
disagree with his position. and i hope that we can change it. >> now, the general in the
group paid for an open letter to the published in two southwest washington newspapers
including the columbian yesterday. the general saying in that letter to cemgrebaird
"you've argued the united states should not leave iraq anytime soon nor set a daadline f
the withdrawal because we would be risking disaster. "well, the lettel saysall due
respect from the general, the situation in iraq is already a disasier, people here at

fort vancouver are already starting to arrive here for the meeting inditeraum. there



were 500 people during the last meeting they had here. so they're expecting agother bi
turnout here tonight. live at fort vancouver high school, kohr harlan koin news 6. >>
kohr, thanks. if you'd like to attend tonight's meeting it starts in a littles than atfout
vancouver high school. >>> still to come, only on 6:00 tonight, a gas can explodes
sending a tillamook man flying across his garage. tonight from his hospital bed in
portland he says he is lucky to be alive.

Clip #2
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Portland « September 20th, 2007 5:36 PM Pacific D.S.

KOIN 6 News at 5:30PM (News )
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bothering him for miles before she cut him off. >>> tonight a former florenéeepol

officer is stripped of his police certification. this after brian fergusoadad guilty to se
abuse charges today. investigators say ferguson, who's 42, had an inappropriate
relationship with a 16-year-old girl. now ferguson has to register as a sexeif >>>

some high profile criticism tonight for washington congressman brian bagrohast

about face on the war in iraqg. tonight a retired u.s. army general is speaking ouhabout
troop surge, something that baird now supports. koin news 6 reporter kohr harlan is live
tonight in vancouver with a preview of the meeting. >> the general's visit hegatteni

part of a coordinated nationwide campaign. actually to put the pressure on many
democrats who have shifted their views on the iraq war and the surge in partmular. y
recall back on august 27th congressman baird told an auditorium here at fort vancouver
he'd seen progress as a result of the bush administration's troop surge in iraq. he told the
crowd in a moment of honesty the surge had brought a measure of stability to the

and said to leave precipitously would be a disaster. since then, critics of thawear
accused him of flip-flopping. genergiiard will tell an audience here tonight the surge

has simply failed. >> the purpose of it was to provide breathing space focadoliti
reconciliation, which has not progressed one i iota. >> now, the general and the group
that he represents here called "win without war" took out an ad in the columbian
yesterday in an open letter to congressman baird. the letter saying dgderttia
congressman "you argued the united states should not leave iraq anytime soon or set a
deadline for withdrawal because the letter says we would be riskingedighe general

said with all due respect to the congressman, the situation in iraq is alreéisdgtar. we
haven't been told her, kelly and jeff, if the congressman actually plans to ateend thi
event. he's held several of these during the course of the war here. thegrhatrmes

turned into fairly iraq us events -- raucousu events here. live at fort vancouver high
school, kohr harlan, koin news £>> a neighborhood stops a local drainage district



cutting down any more trees by getting a restraing order. now, the disygdhgal 20

trees weakened the flood levee that they're growing on. but bridge continue
neighborhoodu association argues an engineer told them the trees are just fine. a judge
will make a decision about whether the trees can be cut down at the end of this month.
that's a look at our top six local coming up on koin news 6 at 6:00. >>> thewnyof

jena, louisiana is thecene of a massive demonstration today. protestors there are angry
over a racially-divided case that they say unfairly punishes six black teentgeis a

big national story today. koin news 6 reporter susan roberts shows us how this rally
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going on and pay more attention. >> they deserve their car back and he should be
punished for it, not them. >> reporter: the prosecutors finds out this is extremely u

the court @cided they should have known clearly but in most cases, the parents' ¢
seized. in every rhett, linda brill, king 5 news. >> they may appeal to the u.s. supreme
court. >> a new report finds that for the most part, the army properly handled the
espionage case of muslim chaplain james yee. yee was detained for 76 dags and th
cleared in the probe. a two-page summary from the pentagon's inspector gemetal f
two mistakes. one, when a general overturned his reprimand for committing adodtery a
downloading pornography and when a deputy public affairs officer wrotesatietihe

new york times about the case. >>> an antiwar group has run full-page ads in the
vancouver and olympia newspapers, attacking congressman brian bared fortiis posi
on the iraq war. those ads were paid for by win without war he voted against the are in
2002 and said conditions in iraq are improving. >> a joint team from seattle and colorado
have been chosen to build the replacement for the collapsed interstate 35w bridge in
minneapolis. the stat shows the team of men construction company and flatiron
contractors. they won despite submitting a high bid of $234 million. a section of the
bridge collapsed last month and 13 people died. more than 100 others were hurt. >>> the
owners of crystal mountain bought the summit at snoqualmie. boeing resorts will run
both areas this season. the sale is expected to close september 30th. the @mpany i
exploring the possibilities of a season pass that works at both ski areas. >>>esbuthw
airlines is changing the way it operates. find out how it will affect youtratdhe gate.

>> jt's not something you think about and i wouldn't think about
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[ Play Video |

CBS ( KOIN ) DMA: 23

Portland < September 19th, 2007 6:06 PM Pacific D.S.

KOIN 6 News at 6PM (News )

Est. Audience: 46,608 « Est. Publicity Value: $1,125 (30 sec) / $2,250 (Clip total)

challenging congressman brian bareds about face on iraq. after visitisgrtimser, he
returned saying the troop surge was working and no longer supported an immediate
withdrawal. constituents showed frustration in t@an hall meetings last month. >>>

you may have seen the full page ad calling on bared to reverse his positionguabert

had a letter in there and he will be on hand for the meeting tomorrow night at 7:a0 at for
vancouver high school. >>> minimum wage earners are getting raise of 15 cents. it wil
be $7.95 an hour. once passed it will be third highest. it's full $2.10 above the federal
minimum wage. >>> she is suing. a teacher in medford officially filed a laveslay or
tuesday
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